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Taun valour long has ſmil'd on Britain's ſons, 
And grac'd their arms with Vict'ry's brighteſt gems. 


KENT”s hardy race for deeds of matchleſs fame 
Has long the radiant page of hiſt'ry crown'd. 


In naval conflicts foremoſt ſtands a name 


That gives to SANDWICH honour and renown. 


Nor leſs ſhall YE, whoſe praiſe the muſe aſpires 
With unaffected warmth and trembling wing 


In meaſur'd verſe to fing, adorn and ſerve 


Your Coux TRY by your Zeal. With freedom bleſs'd, | 


And bound by equal laws, the grand reſult 

Of aged Time's experienc'd aid, we well 

With jealous eye may view, and mark with care 
The firſt approach of Faction's buſy train; 
Whoſe lawleſs ſons, the watchful eye of PITT 
Hath guarded with a parent's care, and taught 
The world the art of ruling fools. —Then ſtrike 
With dumb attention Clamour's buſy tongue, | 
And awe the wrangling tribe to ſocial peace. 
Bid Strife a milder courſe purſue, and aim 


At ſomething nobly great, that lies beyond 


The reach of meaner minds—at Excellence 
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And Love: — Bid Nature ſtoop to Reaſon's voice, 
And high. bred Honour liſten to the charms 
Of Senſe :—Bid Wealth ſhake off vile Pride, 
And learn to teach humanity to Man:— 
Bid Pow'r aſſume an inoffenſive form, 
And give Command a ſympathizing eaſe. 
From innate Worth let cool Promotion ſpring, 
And give to Merit the reward it earns. 
For dimly ſhines the ſtar that Int'reſt wears 
By baſtard virtues groſsly ſhaded o'er. 
And faintly glows the flame that Duty fans 
By Favour's partial eye unheeded paſs'd. 
Nerveleſs and feeble is the arm that gives 
Aſpiring Worth no ſtable aid; but mocks, 
With look contempt'ous, Hope's unfoſter'd ſmile. 
If not from Virtue, whence doth Freedom ſpring ? 
If not from Union, whence doth Pow'r ariſe ? 
Unpity'd falls in ev'ry clime the man 
That rules by will. Unpity'd fall the fools 
That make that will their law. On Reaſon's baſe 
Firm ſtands the pow'r that wholeſome laws derive 
From Wiſdom's aid. For man is not to man 
An Angel or a God. Unfetter'd each 
A world commands ; and o'er himſelf reigns King 
Supreme. One ſingle thought no deſpot here 
Controls; nor Dignity a curſe forbids. 
Pure Liberty's a ſacred pledge of love 


Divine, that gives to man immortal pow'r, 


And to be free commands him to be juſt ; 


Then 


| EF 13 
Then treats him like a God, and bids him reign 


Triumphant o'er Licentiouſneſs and Vice. 

*Tis not the form or colour of a dreſs 
'That makes us men; but minds inur'd to thought, 
And uniform in ev'ry grand deſign. 

Harmony gives to War its keeneſt edge, 
Confounds at once the policy of States, 

And keeps the World in awe. By her we riſe 
From ſtrength to ſtrength, by number and by force 
Alike unmindful, nor heed a foreign foe. 

To neighb'ring pow'rs, go ſeek for help and frength; 
Their love and friendſhip try. In princely form 
And wordy ſhow each ready ſtands to give 
Thee aid, and ſtamp Rebellion into duſt— 

So truſts the eaſy ear of Confidence. 

But ſage Experience ſpeaks a tone diſtin, 

And plainly tells us ſafety lies at home. 

To feeling loſt, thus Nations teach the World 
That Int'reſt rules the will; nor once ſuſpect 

The home · bred tyrant of the heart, or deign 

To check his growing pow'r. Alike o'er kings 
And private men the monſter reigns, unbleſt 
With gen'rous views, and fearful of himſelf. 
Thus hang on ſlender threads the Rights of Man, 


When Liberty diſclaims the force of law. 


| For Int'reſt is but Nature in diſguiſe. 
Who'd riſe the World's ſuperiour, firſt muſt give 


The gen'ral good a pref*rence to his own, 
A 4 And 
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And make the peace and love of man his care. 


A nation's peace a nation's care demands, 


And man with man muſt form the well-wrought chain 


That binds the Sov'reign's with the Subject's cauſe, 
And tends to make their fame and int'reſt one. 
The pow'r that flows from vice the Wicked ſhun 
When once it rudely interrupts their plans; 

Or checks the wild vagaries of a brain, 

Intent on deeds of Cruelty and Death. 
Ambition poiſons ev' ry ſocial gift, 

Nor ſees her danger till the bitter draught 

At once awakes her fears and cures her pain. 

In preſpect Danger lightly ſits on fools, | 

Nor ſcarce can Wiſdom think herſelf unſafe, 
Till Faction's thunder ev'ry ear alarms, 

And ev'ry eye perceives the growing ſtorm. 
Neglected Prudence ſcorns the formal pray'r 
That mere Neceſſity ſhall deign to pay, 

And gives to Man's ingratitude the price 

It well deſerves Contempt and Shame. The Sun 
That nobly burns with patriotic fire, | 
Gives vigour, light, and warmth to leſſer ſtars, 
And makes unnumber'd ſuns ſtill brighter ſhine. 
Thus manly minds, that dare be juſt and free, 
Exalt their nature and their race, and give 

The world an antidote for ſlaves. The Night 
That wraps in undiſtinguiſh'd gloom the rich 
And poor, but ſhews to Man how much his fate 
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On Heav'n depends, where nought but Goodneſs ſhines 


With rays divine, conſpicuous and pure. 
The ſureſt plans for Peace are plans of Love, 


That lead from Error to the path of Truth. 


That bind by law Oppreſſion's iron hand, 


And give to ſturdy Thought Attention's ear. 
That teach to Man the danger of revolt, 
And make the load of lab' ring life more light. 


— Let not in Reaſon's age impartial Truth 


Declare, The Poor have not a perfect friend.“ 
For know, the richeſt mine that Reaſon yields 
Has Friendſhip for its ore; from whence alone 
Do men extract the ſweet perfume of life. | | 
"Tis not Affliction's ſchool that drives from Worth 
The meed of friendſhip : Judgment ſcorns to aſk 
Why Want or Sickneſs cloud the ſky ; ſince theſe 
Are but the common lots of life, which ſerve 
'To make, of various parts, one perfect whole. 
The Public Mind diſeas'd acutely feels 
Ingratitude's infernal pow'r. Nor feels 
In vain. But loudly calls on ev'ry friend 
To face the common foe, and cruſh the pow'r 
That gives Rebellion hope. And you who late 
Have pledg'd yourſelves your Country's warmeſt friends, 
And now firm Patriots reſplendent ſhine, 
Accept your Country's thanks, and court her praiſe. 


Nor may Ye court her praiſe in vain ; for nought 
| That 
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That yields to Britain's Peace ſhould lightly paſs 
The public eye, but meet a Nation's due 


Regard. Tis gen' ral favour warms the heart, 


And gives the ſoul a threefold pow'r to act. 
For men on men look round with wiſtful eye 
And learn thoſe leſſons that their feelings teach. | 
Plain Truth in colours ſtrong her pictures draws, . 
Nor heeds the ſmooth diſſembler's honey'd tale. 

Pure Freedom's friends diſdain to injure man ; 
To uſe a public pow'r for private ends, 
Or form a hope that feeds on laviſh fear. 
Trjuftice firſt gave riſe to law; for Will”s 
A law that laws were made to rule, — 
When Property inveſts itſelf with pow'r 
Beneath the ſanction Law has force to give, 
In Vice and Paſſion moſt the danger lies; 
For he that once has pow'r ſhould ne'er have will 
To uſe that power wrong. And he who long 
Has ſhewn a will and prompritude to rule, 
Is leaſt deſerving of command. For rank, 
Ambition's firſt and fav'rite god, and gold, 
That glitt'ring charm of life, but ſerve to lead 
The vulgar mind aſtray, which pays to theſe 
The homage due to worth, and feeds fond hope 


Wich empty nothings——trappings of the man. 
The magic wand of potent Pow'r lies hid 


From common eyes, and oft is little known 


E 

By thoſe who think themſelves both great and wiſe.— 
To ſtudy Man's a Politician's taſk, 
Yet few know well to rule the ſtubborn will, 
Or knowing few the arduous taſk attempt ; 
The World had elſe been leſs diſturb'd by knaves 
And fools, who give to names and things a ſtamp 
That neither things nor names deſerve ; but names 
And things unfitly us'd degrade the man, 
And make him more an object of diſguſt. * + 
Let Lords diſgrace their rank, and Kings their pow'r 
Abule, and Nature throws diſtinctions down. 
For Nature has no name for Lord or King, 
For ſtar, for ribbon, diadem, or crown; 
But Reaſon gives a title for an End, 
That end's the People's Good, and that acquir'dg 
No flaw will Wiſdom in the title find. 

Unbounded Good 1s Man's ſupreme delight : 
Unbounded Good on all may Man diffuſe, 
Nor one withdraw the ſanction of his will! 
For what than Love's reflected ray can ſhine 
More bright, or give the human heart a joy 
More exquiſite and pure! The filver'd banks 
Of Pity's ſtream in vain the tender tear 
Ne'er once o'erflows. Ne'er once the gen'rous breaſt 
O'erleaps the bounds of pure Humanity. 
On ev'ry ſide the watchful eye of Zeal 


Surveys with equal care the public mind, 


And 
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And yields obedience to her ev'ry wiſh. 
Drives pale-fac'd Envy from her dark abodes, 
And ſhews to groundleſs Diſcontent the beſt 
Effect of Pow'r. Coercive meaſures mark 
(Apply'd in time) the Stateſman's happy {kill, 
Who knows Prevention is the ſafeſt cure. 

In military order ranged, we now | 
Behold a Corps of Men, whoſe well-taught minds, 
Intrinſic worth, domeſtic character, | 
Stand high in public favour and repute ; 

And to their Country promiſe ev'ry good 
Exertion and ſound Policy can give.— | 

Unlike the men who, fraught with ev'ry vice, 
Fear nought, but fell Correction's pois'nous force, 
Which almoſt drives from ev'ry mind the ſmall 
Remains of good that Infancy poſleſs'd ; 

For oft to puniſh vice does little elſe 

Than blunt the edge of Feeling. Shame from thence 
To dread Oblivion's ſhade receives her paſs, 

Nor ere returns to give the human breaſt 

One feeble pang. Untaught they fondly place 
In vile Exceſs the zeſt of joy, and for 

Sublimer pleaſures have no taſte. Depreſs'd 

By ſituation, like their pay, their hopes 

Are ſmall, and mean and ſelfiſh are their views: 
Not ſo by Nature made; but by the food 

Of vulgar life; Example's powerful force, 


Chill 
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Chill Poverty, and all-devouring Sloth. 
From theſe, by education, fortune, birth 
And ſtation free, YOU well can give to rank 
And dreſs the honour of a Name ; and not 
From theſe take honour to yourſelves, for this 
Can ev'ry common Soldier do, and plead 
Exemption from the laws of common ſenſe. 

No Party here her baleful pow*r obtrudes 
To wound the gen'rous mind, or leave unbleſs'd 
The feeling heart to Solitude and Woe. 
Belov'd at home ;—abroad approv'd—rever'd ;— 
Prais'd by your friends, and dreaded by your foes, 
By all careſs'd who value Britain's peace p 
And love the liberty of living free 
This your praiſe—a praiſe like this may ye long 
Enjoy, and feaſt on plenty, health, and peace! 

Poſleſs*d of all but dread Neceſſity's reſource, 
Whole wings are tipt with death, YOU now approach 
To aſk Religion's aid, and pray that Heav'n 
May conſecrate your Perſons and your Cauſe. 
The taſk, though needful, claims a ſolemn pauſe, 
And bids us well reflect we are but men, 


Who ſcarce can gueſs what means may beſt our State 


Improve, and make Mankind more wiſe and good. 
Depriv'd of ſupernat'ral aid, full oft 

Has frantic Zeal unbleſt itſelf, and felt 

'The curſe it meant its foes ſhould fee]. Full oft 


Beneath the curſe of Pray'r have mortals ſunk, 


Who 
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Who thought they ſtood ſecure. For thoſe who pray 
Amiſs but pray to have their prayers damn'd ;* 
But Love's an everlaſting pray'r that fills 

The human breaſt with nobler hopes than War 
Inſpires, and makes the common Good the cauſe 
Supreme of ev'ry public plan. For who, 
Like Ruſſia's Empreſs, wide-extended ſeas 

Of human blood delighted ſheds, then thanks 
With ſolemn pomp the Majeſty of Heav'n 

For pow'r uſurp'd to thin the World—drinks deep 
The curſe of Nations with a thirſty ſoul, 

And warmly prays to feaſt on more? - Can pow'r 
Like this on Earth for ear reign ſecure ? _ 
Enlighten'd minds muſt anſwer NO. For Man 
To Superſtition half his errors owes, 

Or long extinct the race of ſlaves had been. 

No ſlaves were made by Nature's law, yet ſlaves 
Abound as Ignorance prevails ; and Art, 

By Terror's aid, both makes and keeps men ſuch. 
Aſk why ſhould France abhor the name of King ? 
The anſwer's plain. It long had felt the graſp 
Of iron-handed Pow'r; and many Kings, 

Like Pruſſia's Deſpot, look'd on common men 


As vaſſals of a State, beneath their care, 


* It is hoped this expreſſion will not be condemned as too ſtrong. It is 
only meant to be conſidered as a term of diſapprobation.— The play was 
damned—it was diſapproved of, Ve aſk and receive not becauſe ye aſk 
« amiſs.” It may nevertheleſs contribute to impreſs the mind with a ſe- 
rious conſideration of ſo important a part of religious worſhip. 
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Who only liv'd to act, to breathe, and think, 
As Tyrants gave them leave, with trembling fear. 
But Pow'r's tyrannic ſway, howe'er it rules, 
The common force of public Vill in time 
Will ſcourge from off the Earth, and Reaſon's Lord 
Shall bid the World be free. E'en Poland's cauſe 
Shall ope' ſurrounding Nation's eyes—ſhall loud 
Proclaim the Infamy of Pow'r abus'd, 
And give to crown'd Injuſtice deadly wounds, 
Oppreſſion's weight our Nature bears with ſcorn; 
Firſt mocks the ſilent inſolence of State, 

Then warmly breathes revenge. Neglected Man 
Holds cheap his life when once his freedom's gone. 
Though poor he feels himſelf a world, with much 
To gain, and nought to loſe ſave life and want. 

From Knowledge ev*ry ſocial blefling ſprings ; 
For Knowledge, rightly us'd, exalts the Man, 
And gives him energies unknown before; 

Theſe make the world more thoughtful and ſedate, 
Forbid the great to aggravate the poor, 

And learn the poor to venerate the good. 

"Tis want of knowledge gives Confuſion pow'r, 
Gives Vice and vile Diſorder boundleſs ſcope, 
And on the wings of Faction fixes Hope. 

The mind that's well prepar'd for Virtue's path, 
And knows to think, to reaſon, and to judge 
Aright, will rarely be by vulgar ſouls 

Miſled; or raſhly aſk for ſober ſenſe 


At 


1 | $25 
At Stanhope's door, where Folly madly raves 0 Hp 
Aad Wiſdom never comes. Where Knowledge hangs 
Like fruit on Eden's tree, of which the taſte 
Is inſtant death ; or ſomething worſe than death, 
Producing Mis'ries of the blackeſt hue— 
Plunder and lawleſs Riot—Fields untill'd - | MET > 
Deſerted Arts, and Seats of Wretchedneſs.— | Fe 
Hence Terror drives the car of Liberty, 
And tramples Juſtice in the duſt. O'er Truth 
She throws Deception's veil, or gives her face 
To public view, as beſt her turn may ſuit ; 

And eager. feeds on Infamy and Death. Be 

Unlike to this, the fruit of Wiſdom yields 1 5 
A taſte for Order, ſocial Peace, and juſt WR 


Gradation, and to ev'ry tender tie 


} 
Is feelingly alive ; nor leaves us ought 5 1 5 
To wiſh that Heav'n itſelf would diſapprove. | : iT, p 
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